THE RIGHT OF ASSOCIATION*

These are the associations which have now been
crushed out of existence under a charge which cannot
be and has not been maintained., a charge which has
been disproved over and over again. It is a monstrous
charge. The charge is that these associations are asso-
ciations of hatred and violence, associations for rebel-
lion and dacoity. That is the charge under which these
associations have been suppressed. I have coine back
recently from Barisal. While I was there I heard and
read something of the work of the young men's associa-
tion called the Swadesh Bandhab Samiii which with its
network covered the whole district of Backergunge.
This association grew out of a much smaller association
started by Aswini Kumar Dutt called the Little Brothers
of the Poor. What was the work commenced by these
Little Brothers of the Poor? When epidemic broke out,
when cholera appeared in all its virulence, the young
men of Barisal Brajamohan College went out in bands.
They nursed the sick, they took charge of those who had
been, abandoned, they took up in their arms those
whom they found lying on the roadside. They were
not deterred in those moments by the prejudice of caste
or by the difference of creed. The orthodox Brahmin
took up in his bosom and nursed the Mahomedan and
the Namasudra. They did not mind the epidemic or
fear to catch the contagion. They took up and nursed
them as brother nurses brother, and thus they rescued
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